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Recommendation to Adopt ISO 3166-1 and 
3166-3 Country Codes as the Standard for 
Identifying Countries in Oceanographic 
Data Exchange 

!

!"#$%&'()*)'

+,-.,/0',-1'2.3140'56'7*8'



!

"#$!%&'(&)*!&'+!,(-+.*!/01!23!456!

7.8*-0'!519!

:&'(&8;!<959!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

=08!>->)-0?8&@A-B!@(8@0*.*!CA-*!+0B(D.'C!*A0()+!>.!B-C.+!&*!E0))0F*G!

!

H.B0DD.'+&C-0'! C0! I+0@C! "J#! K5LLM5! &'+! K5LLMK! $0('C8;! $0+.*! &*! CA.!

JC&'+&8+! E08! "+.'C-E;-'?! $0('C8-.*! -'! #B.&'0?8&@A-B! N&C&! OPBA&'?.1!!

"'C.8?0Q.8'D.'C&)!#B.&'0?8&@A-B!$0DD-**-0'!0E!R/OJ$#S!52!@@1!4"#$!%&'(&)*!

&'+!,(-+.*!/01!23S!70)(D.!56!4O'?)-*A6!

!

!

!!R/OJ$#!<959



"#$!%&'(&)*!&'+!,(-+.*!/01!23!456!

T&?.!4-6!

!

UIVWO!#=!$#/UO/UJ!

!

!

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

"#! $%&'()*+,- #############################################################################################################"!

.#! +/0!*1!&*+,2)3!&*-0/!1*)!-%2%!04&5%,(0#############################################"!

6#! 7,20),%27*,%8!/2%,-%)-!7/*!6"99##############################################################.!

:#! /&*;0!*1!257/!)0&*<<0,-%27*,####################################################################6!

=#! )0&*<<0,-%27*, ##################################################################################################:!

9#! )010)0,&0/ ################################################################################################################:!

!

!

!

%,,040/!

!

%,,04!7G!!"J#!K5LLM51!$0+.*!E08!CA.!8.@8.*.'C&C-0'!0E!'&D.*!0E!B0('C8-.*!&'+!

CA.-8!*(>+-Q-*-0'*!X!T&8C!5G!$0('C8;!B0+.*!

%,,04!77G!"J#!K5LLMK1!$0+.*!E08!CA.!8.@8.*.'C&C-0'!0E!'&D.*!0E!B0('C8-.*!&'+!

CA.-8!*(>+-Q-*-0'*!X!T&8C!KG!$0+.!E08!E08D.8);!(*.+!'&D.*!0E!B0('C8-.*!

%,,04!777G!W-*C!0E!IB80';D*!

!

!



!



"#$!%&'(&)*!&'+!,(-+.*!/01!23!456!

1. BACKGROUND!

!

UA.! Q&)(.! 0E! *C&'+&8+*! E08! CA.!D&'&?.D.'C! &'+! .PBA&'?.! 0E! +&C&! A&*! &)F&;*!

>..'!&BY'0F).+?.+1!"'!CA.!0B.&'0?8&@A;!&'+!D&8-'.!D.C.080)0?;!+0D&-'S!CA.8.!

A&Q.!>..'!D&';!.EE08C*!C0!+.Q.)0@!B0DD0'!*C&'+&8+*!&'+!+&C&!E8&D.F08Y*!E08!

@80B.**-'?!+&C&!&'+! -'E08D&C-0'!>(C! CA.*.!A&Q.!'.Q.8!>..'!F-+.);!&+0@C.+!>;!

CA.!B0DD('-C;1!!

"#NO!4"'C.8'&C-0'&)!#B.&'0?8&@A-B!N&C&!&'+!"'E08D&C-0'!OPBA&'?.6!&'+!:$#%%!

4:0-'C! Z%#M"#$! U.BA'-B&)! $0DD-**-0'! E08! #B.&'0?8&@A;! &'+! %&8-'.!

%.C.080)0?;6! ! 8.B0?'-[.+! CA&CS! &)CA0(?A! CA.8.! F.8.! D.BA&'-*D*! C0! E&B-)-C&C.!

B008+-'&C.+! 0B.&'! +&C&! .PBA&'?.S! CA.*.! A&+! '0C! 8.*()C.+! -'! CA.! +.?8..! 0E!

&?8..D.'C! 0'! &!F-+.! 8&'?.!0E!D&CC.8*! CA&C!F.8.!'..+.+! -'! 08+.8! C0! &))0F! CA.!

.&*;! .PBA&'?.! &'+! -'C.80@.8&>-)-C;! 0E! B0)).BC.+! +&C&1! "'! <99\S! CA.! ]0-'C!

"#NO^:$#%%! =08(D! 0'! #B.&'0?8&@A-B! N&C&! %&'&?.D.'C! &'+! OPBA&'?.!

JC&'+&8+*!.*C&>)-*A.+!CA.!#B.&'!N&C&!JC&'+&8+*!T-)0C!T80].BC!4#NJ61!!

#'.!0E!CA.!0>].BC-Q.*!0E!CA-*!T80].BC! -*!C0! -'-C-&C.!+-*B(**-0'*!0'!&! )-D-C.+!*.C!0E!

C0@-B*!E08!FA-BA!-C!-*!E.)C!CA&C!>80&+!&?8..D.'C!-*!@0**->).!&'+!C0!&BA-.Q.!>80&+!

&?8..D.'C! &'+! B0DD-CD.'C! C0! &+0@C! Y.;! *C&'+&8+*! 8.)&C.+! C0! 0B.&'! +&C&!

D&'&?.D.'C! &'+! .PBA&'?.! C0! E&B-)-C&C.! .PBA&'?.! >.CF..'! +&C&! B.'C8.*! &'+!

B0'C8->(C-'?! @80?8&DD.*1! I! *.B0'+! 0>].BC-Q.! -*! C0! .*C&>)-*A! &'! -'C.8'&C-0'&));!

8.B0?'-[.+!@80B.**! E08!*(>D-CC-'?!@80@0*.+!*C&'+&8+*!&'+! CA.-8!&BB.@C&'B.!>;!

CA.!0B.&'!B0DD('-C;1!!

UA.! 8.B0DD.'+.+! *C&'+&8+*! CA&C! &8.! @80+(B.+! >;! CA-*! @80B.**! &8.! -'C.'+.+!

@8-D&8-);! E08! CA.! (*.! 0E! CA.! 0B.&'0?8&@A-B! &'+! D&8-'.! D.C.080)0?-B&)!

B0DD('-C;1!IEC.8! 8.B0DD.'+&C-0'S! CA.-8!(*.!F-))!>.!F-+.);!.'B0(8&?.+!F-CA-'!

"#$!&'+!Z%#1!

UA-*! 8.B0DD.'+&C-0'! C0! &+0@C! "J#! K5LLM5! &'+! K5LLMK! $0('C8;! $0+.*! &*! CA.!

JC&'+&8+! E08! "+.'C-E;-'?! $0('C8-.*! -'! #B.&'0?8&@A-B! N&C&! OPBA&'?.! A&*! >..'!

.Q&)(&C.+!&'+!&@@80Q.+!-'!&BB08+&'B.!F-CA!CA.!"#NO^:$#%%!JC&'+&8+*!T80B.**1!

!

2. USE OF COUNTRY CODES FOR DATA EXCHANGE 

!

UA.!(*.!0E!&!B0('C8;!B0+.!-'!CA.!.PBA&'?.!0E!+&C&!A&*!)0'?!>..'!8.B0?'-[.+!&*!&'!

-D@08C&'C!.).D.'C!E08!CA.!D&'&?.D.'C!&'+!.PBA&'?.!0E!0B.&'0?8&@A-B!+&C&1!UA.!

*.Q.'CA! *.**-0'!0E! CA.! "'C.8?0Q.8'D.'C&)!#B.&'0?8&@A-B!$0DD-**-0'!Z08Y-'?!

,80(@!0'!"'C.8'&C-0'&)!#B.&'0?8&@A-B!N&C&!OPBA&'?.!45_`K6!8.B0DD.'+.+!CA.!

&+0@C-0'!0E!B0('C8;!B0+.*!E08!CA.!@(8@0*.!-'C.8'&C-0'&)!+&C&!.PBA&'?.1!

UA.! "#$!$0('C8;!$0+.*!A&Q.!>..'!D&-'C&-'.+S!*-'B.!5_\KS!>;! CA.! "'C.8'&C-0'&)!

$0('B-)! E08! CA.! OP@)08&C-0'! 0E! CA.! J.&! 4"$OJ6! &*! @&8C! 0E! -C*! 8.*@0'*->-)-C;! &*!

H/#N$!=08D&C*1!I)CA0(?A! CA.! *;*C.D!0E!H/#N$*!F&*! &>0)-*A.+! -'!<992S! "$OJ!

B0'C-'(.+!C0!D&-'C&-'!CA.!B0+.*1!
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3. INTERNATIONAL STANDARD ISO 3166 
 

"J#! K5LL! -*! CA.! "'C.8'&C-0'&)! JC&'+&8+! E08! B0('C8;! B0+.*1! "C*! @(8@0*.! -*! C0!

.*C&>)-*A! B0+.*! E08! CA.! 8.@8.*.'C&C-0'! 0E! '&D.*! 0E! B0('C8-.*! 4B(88.'C! &'+!

E08D.8);! (*.+! '&D.*6S! C.88-C08-.*! &'+! &8.&*! 0E! ?.0?8&@A-B&)! -'C.8.*CS! &'+! CA.-8!

*(>+-Q-*-0'*1! "J#!K5LL!+0!'0C! .P@8.**! &';! 0@-'-0'!FA&C*0.Q.8! B0'B.8'-'?! CA.!

).?&)! *C&C(*! 0E! &';! B0('C8;S! +.@.'+.'B;S! 08! B0'B.8'-'?! -C*! E80'C-.8*! 08!

>0('+&8-.*1! "C! -*! >&*.+! 0'! CA.! )-*C! -'! CA.! bJC&'+&8+! $0('C8;! 08! I8.&! $0+.*! E08!

JC&C-*C-B&)!R*.c!.*C&>)-*A.+!>;!CA.!R'-C.+!/&C-0'*!JC&C-*C-B*!N-Q-*-0'1!

"J#! K5LL! )-*C*! 0Q.8! <<9! B0('C8-.*! &'+! A&*! >.B0D.! 0'.! 0E! CA.! F08)+d*! D0*C!

@0@()&8!&'+!F-+.);!(*.+!*C&'+&8+!E08!CA.!8.@8.*.'C&C-0'!0E!'&D.*!0E!B0('C8-.*!

"J#!K5LL!-*!(*.+!-'!D&';!0E!C0+&;e*!B0D@(C.8-[.+!*;*C.D*!C0!*C08.!&'+!@80B.**!

-'E08D&C-0'! 8.)&C.+! C0! B0('C8-.*! &'+! B0('C8;!'&D.*1!UA.! "J#!K5LL! *C&'+&8+! -*!

D&-'C&-'.+!>;!CA.!"J#!K5LL!%&-'C.'&'B.!I?.'B;!4"J#!K5LL^%I61!!

UA.!"'C.8'&C-0'&)!JC&'+&8+!F&*!@(>)-*A.+!-'!5_`3S!5_\5S!5_\\!&'+!5__K!&*!"J#!

K5LL1!"'!5__`S!-C!F&*!*@)-C!-'C0!CA8..!@&8C*G!

• 7/*!6"99>"?.@@9!!"#$%& '"(& )*$& ($+($%$,)-).",&"'&,-/$%&"'& 0"1,)(.$%&

-,#& )*$.(& %12#.3.%.",%& 4& 5-()& 67& !"1,)(8& 0"#$%9! UA-*! +.E-'.*! B0+.*! E08!

CA.! '&D.*! 0E! B0('C8-.*S! +.@.'+.'C! C.88-C08-.*S! &'+! *@.B-&)! &8.&*! 0E!

?.0?8&@A-B&)! -'C.8.*C1! "C!F&*! E-8*C!@(>)-*A.+! -'!5_`3S! -C! -*!A&*! *-'B.! CA.'!

>.B0D.!0'.!0E!CA.!F08)+e*!D0*C!@0@()&8!&'+!D0*C!F-+.);!(*.+!*C&'+&8+!

*0)(C-0'!E08!B0+-'?!B0('C8;!'&D.*1!"C!+.E-'.*!CA8..!*.C*!0E!B0('C8;!B0+.*G!

4-6!"J#!K5LLM5!&)@A&M<!B0'C&-'*!&!CF0M).CC.8!B0+.!FA-BA!-*!8.B0DD.'+.+!

&*! CA.! ?.'.8&)! @(8@0*.! B0+.S! 4--6! "J#! K5LLM5! &)@A&MK! B0'C&-'*! &! CA8..M

).CC.8! B0+.!FA-BA! A&*! >.CC.8!D'.'0D-B! @80@.8C-.*! &'+! 4---6! "J#! K5LLM5!

'(D.8-B! ! FA-BA! -*! &! '(D.8-BMK! B0+.! FA-BA! B&'! >.! (*.E()! -E! *B8-@C!

-'+.@.'+.'B.!0E!CA.!B0+.*!-*!-D@08C&'C1!

!

• 7/*!6"99>.?.@@A!!"#$%& '"(& )*$& ($+($%$,)-).",&"'&,-/$%&"'& 0"1,)(.$%&

-,#& )*$.(& %12#.3.%.",%& 4& 5-()& :7& !"1,)(8& %12#.3.%.",& 0"#$9! UA-*! ?-Q.*!

B0+.*!E08!CA.!'&D.*!0E!CA.!@8-'B-@&)!*(>+-Q-*-0'*!4.1?1!@80Q-'B.*!08!*C&C.*6!

0E!&))!B0('C8-.*!B0+.+!-'!"J#!K5LLM51!UA-*!B0+.!-*!>&*.+!0'!CA.!CF0M).CC.8!

B0+.! .).D.'C! E80D! "J#! K5LLM5! E0))0F.+! >;! &! *.@&8&C08! &'+! &! E(8CA.8!

*C8-'?!0E!(@!C0!CA8..!&)@A&'(D.8-B!BA&8&BC.8*1!

!

• 7/*!6"99>6?"BBB!!"#$%& '"(& )*$& ($+($%$,)-).",&"'&,-/$%&"'& 0"1,)(.$%&

-,#& )*$.(& %12#.3.%.",%& 4& 5-()& ;7& !"#$& '"(& '"(/$(<8& 1%$#& ,-/$%& "'&

0"1,)(.$%9!UA-*!B0'C&-'*!&!E0(8M).CC.8!B0+.!E08!CA0*.!B0('C8;!'&D.*!FA-BA!

A&Q.!>..'!+.).C.+!E80D!"J#!K5LLM5!*-'B.!-C*!E-8*C!@(>)-B&C-0'!-'!5_`31!UA.!

B0+.! .).D.'C*! E08! E08D.8);! (*.+! B0('C8;! '&D.*! A&Q.! &! ).'?CA! 0E! E0(8!

&)@A&>.C-B&)!BA&8&BC.8*!4&)@A&M3!B0+.!.).D.'C*61!

!

"'!"J#!K5LLM5!.&BA!B0('C8;!08!C.88-C08;!A&*!CA8..!B0+.*G!4-6!&!CF0!).CC.8!4&)@A&M<6!

B0+.S! 4--6! &! CA8..! ).CC.8! 4&)@A&MK6! B0+.S! &'+! 4---6! &! CA8..!+-?-C! 4'(D.8-BMK6! B0+.1!
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UA.! &)@A&M<! &'+! CA.! &)@A&MK! >;C.! B0+.*! &8.! (*.+! C0! 8.@8.*.'C! B0('C8;! '&D.*1!

f0F.Q.8S!-C!-*!8.B0?'-[.+!CA&C!B0('C8-.*!CA&C!+0!'0C!(*.!CA.!W&C-'!&)@A&>.C!D&;!

E-'+!CA.!'(D.8-BMK!B0+.!4.1?1S!92L!E08!V.)?-(D6!@8.E.8&>).!*-'B.!-C!A&*!&!*C80'?.8!

*B8-@C!-'+.@.'+.'B.!CA&'!CA.!&)@A&M<!&'+!&)@A&MK!>;C.!8.@8.*.'C&C-0'1!I!*-D@).!

)00Y(@! C&>).! *A0F-'?! CA.! "J#! B0('C8;! '&D.*! &'+! B0+.*! -*! &Q&-)&>).! &'+!D0*C!

-D@08C&'C);S! CA.! '&D.*! &'+! B0+.*! &8.! *C&'+&8+-[.+! &'+! D&-'C&-'.+! >;! CA.!

"J#^%&-'C.'&'B.! I?.'B;1! I! )-*C! 0E! B0('C8;! '&D.*! 40EE-B-&)! *A08C! '&D.*! -'!

O'?)-*A6!&'+!CA.!B088.*@0'+-'?!"J#!K5LLM5M&)@A&M<!B0+.!.).D.'C*! -*!+.*B8->.+!

-'!I''.P!"1!

"J#!K5LLMK!A&*!&!E0(8!BA&8&BC.8!B0+.!'0C&C-0'!E08!F-CA+8&F'!B0+.*1!UA.!E-8*C!CF0!

BA&8&BC.8*!&8.!CA.!F-CA+8&F'!B0+.!FA-).!CA.!)&*C!CF0!&8.!CA.!B0+.!CA&C!8.@)&B.+!

-CS!CA.!B0+.!0E!CA.!B0('C8;!CA&C!&>*08>.+!CA.!B0('C8;!FA0*.!B0+.!-*!F-CA+8&F'S!

08!&!*@.B-&)!B0+.!C0! -'+-B&C.!CA&C!CA.8.! -*!'0!*-'?).!*(BB.**08!B0+.1!I! )-*C!0E! CA.!

B(88.'C!"J#!K5LLMK!B0+.*!-*!+.*B8->.+!-'!I''.P!""1!

UA-*!H.B0DD.'+&C-0'!F-))!B0'*-+.8!0');!"J#!K5LLM5!&'+!"J#!K5LLMK1!!

!

4. SCOPE OF THIS RECOMMENDATION!
 

UA-*!8.B0DD.'+&C-0'!*..Y*!C0!*C&'+&8+-[.!B0('C8;!B0+.!(*&?.!E08!CA.!.PBA&'?.!

0E!0B.&'0?8&@A-B!&'+!D&8-'.!D.C.080)0?-B&)!+&C&!&'+!D.C&+&C&1!UA.!(*.!0E!CA.!

"J#!K5LL!B&'!E&B-)-C&C.!*C&'+&8+-[&C-0'!0E!CA.!.PBA&'?.!0E!+&C&!&'+!-'E08D&C-0'!

&'+! F&*! 8.B0DD.'+.+! >;! CA.! "#NO^:$#%%! =08(D! 0'! #B.&'0?8&@A-B! N&C&!

%&'&?.D.'C! &'+! OPBA&'?.! JC&'+&8+*1! "'C.?8&C-'?! CA.! "J#! K5LL! *C&'+&8+! -'C0!

0B.&'0?8&@A-B! +&C&! &'+! &**0B-&C.+! -C.D*! 0E! D.C&+&C&! F-))! E&B-)-C&C.!

-'C.80@.8&>-)-C;! &'+! B0D@&8&>-)-C;! &D0'?! +&C&! *;*C.D*! &'+! +0D&-'*! *(BA! &*!

&CD0*@A.8.! E08! B)-D&C.! *B-.'B.1! "C! -*! -'C.'+.+! E08! &))! )0B&)S! '&C-0'&)S! &'+!

-'C.8'&C-0'&)! >0+-.*S! @80?8&D*! &'+! @80].BC*! CA&C! .PBA&'?.! 0B.&'0?8&@A-B! &'+!

D&8-'.!D.C.080)0?-B&)!+&C&1!!"C!&@@)-.*!C0!&))!-'*C&'B.*!FA.8.!&!B0('C8;!'..+*!C0!

>.! -+.'C-E-.+! F-CA-'! 0B.&'0?8&@A-B! &'+! D.C.080)0?-B&)! +&C&! 08! &BB0D@&';-'?!

D.C&+&C&1! UA.8.! -*! '0! *C&C(C08;! 8.g(-8.D.'C! E08! CA.! &+0@C-0'! 0E! "J#! K5LL!

*C&'+&8+*1!

UA.!D&-'!>.'.E-C!E08!CA.!0B.&'0?8&@A-B!&'+!D&8-'.!D.C.080)0?;!B0DD('-C-.*!-'!

(*-'?! "J#! K5LL! B0('C8;! B0+.*! -*! C0! *C&'+&8+-[.! &B80**! CA.! "#$! &'+! Z%#!

B0DD('-C-.*! >;! -D@).D.'C-'?! &! F-+.);! (*.+! &'+! -'C.8'&C-0'&));! &BB.@C.+!

*C&'+&8+! C0! +.*B8->.! &! ?.0@0)-C-B&)! .'C-C;! 8.?&8+).**! 0E! )&'?(&?.1! I'0CA.8!

&+Q&'C&?.! -*! CA&C! CA.! "J#! %&-'C.'&'B.! I?.'B;! 4"J#! K5LL^%I6! A&*! E())!

8.*@0'*->-)-C;! E08!D&-'C&-'-'?!&'+!@80Q-+-'?!'.F!B0+.*!FA.'!&!'.F!B0('C8;! -*!

.*C&>)-*A.+S!FA.'!&'!.P-*C-'?!B0('C8;!-*!*@)-CS!08!B0('C8-.*!&8.!D.8?.+1!"E!&!'&D.!

-*!'0C!@(>)-*A.+!>;! CA.!R'-C.+!/&C-0'*S! -C!F-))!'0C!&@@.&8! -'! CA.! )-*C!0E! B0('C8;!

'&D.*!&'+!B0+.*1!

UA-*! 8.B0DD.'+&C-0'! *A0()+! >.! &@@)-.+! C0! 0B.&'0?8&@A-B! &'+! D&8-'.!

D.C.080)0?-B&)!+&C&!.PBA&'?.S!&)CA0(?A!-C!-*!&BY'0F).+?.+!CA&C!-C!D&;!C&Y.!C-D.!

C0!-D@).D.'C!&B80**!&))!/&C-0'&)!#B.&'0?8&@A-B!N&C&!$.'C8.*!&'+!F-CA-'!.P-*C-'?!

0B.&'0?8&@A-B! +&C&! B0)).BC-0'! &'+! D&'&?.D.'C! @80].BC*1! f0F.Q.8S! E&-)(8.! C0!
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&+0@C! CA.! "J#! B0('C8;! B0+.*! &*! &'! .PBA&'?.! *C&'+&8+! F-))! A&Q.! *-?'-E-B&'C!
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ANNEX I 

ISO 3166-1. Codes for the representation of names of 
countries and their subdivisions – Part 1: Country codes 
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ANNEX II 

ISO 3166-3. Codes for the representation of names of countries and 
their subdivisions – Part 3: Code for formerly used names of 

countries!
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ANNEX III 

List of Acronyms 

!

!

ICES International Council for the Exploration of the Sea 

IHO International Hydrographic Organization 

"#$! "'C.8?0Q.8'D.'C&)!#B.&'0?8&@A-B!$0DD-**-0'!40E!R/OJ$#6!

"#NO! "'C.8'&C-0'&)!#B.&'0?8&@A-B!N&C&!&'+!"'E08D&C-0'!OPBA&'?.!

4"#$6!

ISO International Organization for Standardization 

:$#%%! :0-'C!Z%#M"#$!U.BA'-B&)!$0DD-**-0'!E08!#B.&'0?8&@A;!&'+!

%&8-'.!%.C.080)0?;!

MA Maintenance Agency (ISO) 

/#N$! /&C-0'&)!#B.&'0?8&@A-B!N&C&!$.'C8.!4"#NO6!

#NJ! #B.&'!N&C&!JC&'+&8+*!T-)0C!T80].BC!4"#NO^:$#%%6!

OSMC Observing System Monitoring Center Project 

RNODC IODE Responsible National Oceanographic Data Centre (now abolished) 

ZN$! Z08)+!N&C&!$.'C8.!4"$JR6!

WMO World Meteorological Organization 

 

 

 

! !

!

!



 

!

Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 

1, rue Miollis, 75732 Paris Cedex 15, France 

Tel: + 33 1 45 68 39 83 

Fax: +33 1 45 68 58 12 

http://ioc.unesco.org 

 

 

IOC Project Office for IODE 

Wandelaarkaai 7/61 

8400 Oostende, Belgium 

Tel: +32 59 34 21 34 

Fax: +32 59 34 01 52 

http://www.iode.org  

!


